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1. GENERAL CONTEXT



• Belgium began exchanging AEOI 
CRS information in 2018 and 
has met its commitment 
annually since then.

• Exchanges take place under:
• MAC + MCAA
• EU DAC2
• EUSA

• Belgium undertakes to exchange 
CRS information with all 
jurisdictions that implement the 
CRS Standard

GENERAL CONTEXT: The Belgian CRS Experience
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GENERAL CONTEXT: BELGIUM'S COMMITMENT TO IMPLEMENT CRS 2.0

• Belgium actively participated in international working group discussions 
during the drafting of CRS 2.0

• 26.11.2024: Signatory of the Addendum to the Multilateral Competent 
Authority Agreement on the Automatic Exchange of Financial Account 
Information (Addendum to the CRS-MCAA)

• Council Directive (EU) 2023/2226

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32023L2226
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32023L2226


2. LEGAL IMPLEMENTATION



LEGAL IMPLEMENTATION - OVERVIEW

7

Convention on Mutual 
Administrative 

Assistance in Tax 
Matters (MAC)

Multilateral Competent 
Authority Agreement on 
Automatic Exchange of 

Financial Account Information 
(MCAA CRS)

+ 
Addendum

+

Notification under the MCAA

COUNCIL DIRECTIVE 
2023/2226 of  17 

October 2023 
amending Directive 

2011/16/EU on 
administrative 

cooperation in the field 
of Taxation

Agreements on 
exchange of financial
account information 

with Andorra, 
Liechtenstein, Monaco, 

San Marino and 
Switzerland (EUSA)

Amendments to the law 
regulating the 

communication of 
information relating to 
financial accounts by 

Belgian financial institutions 
and the FPS Finance, within 

the framework of an 
automatic exchange of 

information at the 
international level for tax 

purposes.

Ratification of the 
Addendum  to the MCAA 

CRS

+

Royal Decrees (secondary 
legislation) 

Legal 
Framework



3. OPERATIONAL IMPLEMENTATION



OPERATIONAL IMPLEMENTATION: SCOPE

• IT Products
• CRS XSD Schema 3.0 + Status message 

• IT Tools for National reporting
• Reporting Portal

• CRS XML Tool

• IT Tools for international exchange of information (Incoming and Outgoing Flow)

• Mechanisms to make the received information available (in a readable format) to 
officials authorized to use the information received

• Non IT Products
• Operational guidance

• Communication 

• Operational process

Identification 
of 

modifications



Incoming Flow :
• Reception
• Validation
• Unpack
• Conversion €
• Identification
• Availability

National Flow:
• Reception FI’s Information
• Validation

OPERATIONAL IMPLEMENTATION : SCOPE – IT INFRASTRUCTURE

AEOI Tools

CRS IT 
Architecture

STIRInt_CRS

Outgoing Flow:
• Grouping by Jurisdiction
• Validation
• Sending

STIRInt_CRS CTS

APF
Automatic
matching / 

identification of 
taxpayers

MatchMaker
Manual matching / 

identification of 
taxpayers

STIRInt_CTS

CCN/
CSI

EU VM
Validation

Euro 
Conversion



OPERATIONAL IMPLEMENTATION : SCOPE – NATIONAL REPORTING TOOLS

Reporting Financial 
Institutions

• Online tool

• Based on the 
XML Schema

• Incorporated
Validation

• Simulation 
Portal

• Mirror of the 
production 
environment 

• National Portal

• Validation

• ACK/Error
Report

• CRS Schema

• Validation 
Rules

XML 
Schema

Reporting

Tool

XML 
Tool

TEST

Reporting 

tools



CTS 
Plateform

OPERATIONAL IMPLEMENTATION : SCOPE – AEOI IN TOOLS

Partner Jurisdictions SPF Finances

Reception

Validation
Status message

Unpack

Matching

Conversion €

STIRint_CRS

• TAXI

• BizTax

• MyMinfin Taxbox

Consultation

• DataWareHouseRisk Analysis

Confidentiality & DataSafeGuard

Receipt Validation Identification
Making the

information available

Belgian process to incoming CRS data from abroad - A process in 4 major steps 

Non 
EU MS

CCN/CSIEU MS



OPERATIONAL IMPLEMENTATION : SCOPE – AEOI OUT TOOLS

FPS Finance Partner JurisdictionsNational Reporting

C

C

RFINational 
Reporting

Per Jurisdiction
CRS XML 
Schema
Validation

Belgian
Competent

Authority

CTS 
Plateform

Non 
EU MS

Validation

ACK/ Error 
report

MyMinfin:

CCN/CSI EU MS

Confidentiality & DataSafeGuard

https://gcloudbelgium-my.sharepoint.com/personal/wendy_roelandt_minfin_fed_be/Documents/WR/EC/WG%20ACDT/20191029/20191029_EC_WG_ACDT_Verslag.docx?web=1


OPERATIONAL IMPLEMENTATION : NON-IT PRODUCT

Website of the FPS Finance (E-services CRS)
Information and documentation have been published by the Belgian Tax Administration on a dedicated 
web page to help FIs understand their obligations in implementing the CRS

• Latest news

• Publication

• Documentation

• Contact details

Belgian Guidance notes

Examples of self-certification

Operational publications
Professional 
associations 
(Febelfin -
Assuralia -
BEAMA)

Belgian
financial

institutions

Operational Processes
Internal guidance

Staff within the 
competent 
authority 

 Officials 
authorized to 

use the 
information 

received

https://finances.belgium.be/fr/E-services/crs/description
https://finances.belgium.be/fr/E-services/crs/description
https://finances.belgium.be/fr/E-services/crs/description
https://finances.belgium.be/fr/E-services/crs/description


OPERATIONAL IMPLEMENTATION : HOW? 

By building on existing 
achievements

By communicating with internal 
and external stakholders

By planning changes



Experience gained during the implementation of version 2 of 
the CRS XSD schema (2021)

OPERATIONAL IMPLEMENTATION : HOW? – IT PRODUCTS

Presentation to internal stakeholders to secure the necessary 
human and IT resources

Overall planning and regular meetings with technical teams to 
coordinate implementation and schedule changes



OPERATIONAL IMPLEMENTATION : HOW? – NON-IT PRODUCTS

Reactivation of the working groups established with financial institutions 
during the initial implementation of CRS and during the implementation of 
version 2 of the CRS XSD schema

Presentation to external stakeholders 
Update of our CRS e-services page

Scheduling the cut-off date for the transition to the new XSD 
schema



4. CHALLENGES



CHALLENGES

• For Tax administration

• Coordination of all stakeholders

• Alignment of technical changes with 
other ongoing projects related to 
international exchange of 
information

• Ensure « uninterrupted » 
international exchange

• For Financial Institution

• Implementation of the new 
requirements (cost, technical 
adjustments, …)

• Acquisition and validation of the TIN 



5. QUESTIONS



THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION !   

Céline Lepage - Advisor

FPS Finance | Taxes| Operational Expertise and Support 

International Relations – Team Administrative cooperation DT

North Galaxy A24, Koning Albert II-laan 33 bus 515, 1030 Brussel

E-mail: celine.lepage@minfin.fed.be

mailto:celine.lepage@minfin.fed.be
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